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Corporation
WINTERFEST® a not-for-profit organization (501c4). Founding sponsors include the Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, Realtor Association of Greater Fort Lauderdale, the City of Fort Lauderdale and the Marine Industries of South Florida.
First Parade
1971
Spurred by the continued popularity of the parade, a not-for-profit organization, WINTERFEST, Inc., was formed in 1988 to administer the Boat Parade and to build a festival around it.  The Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade has earned the title, “The World’s Most Watched Boat Parade.” 

Mission
To enhance the community’s image by producing wholesome, unique, internationally recognized events that reflect the diversity and culture of South Florida.
Purpose
Winterfest embraces the dual goals of providing a means for the residents of the Greater Fort Lauderdale area to come together and enjoy spectacular and unique events as well as attract positive national and international attention to the Greater Fort Lauderdale area as a tourist destination and as a great place to live, work and play.

Management

Lisa Scott-Founds, President and CEO




Kathy G. Keleher, Marketing and Parade Director

Dawn Read, Event Director
William Walker, Chairman of the Board (Fort Lauderdale Water Taxi)




Robin Vines, Chair Elect (Gray Robinson Law Firm)
The WINTERFEST® organization is comprised of a huge contingency of 50 Board of Directors, 350 volunteers, sponsors and numerous supporters.  WINTERFEST®, Inc. is entirely dependent upon sponsorship from local and national corporate sponsors which allows the parade to be presented “FREE” to the public.
Background
The WINTERFEST® Celebration has grown from a local celebration into a holiday festival international in scope.  The Winterfest Celebration contributes to the aesthetic, cultural, tourist and economic development of the area. Winterfest has an economic impact on Broward County of almost $50 million per year. Winterfest is a multi-cultural event which encourages and promotes diversity and is proud to have representation from a variety of races and religions. 

The WINTERFEST® Celebration is best known for it’s one of a kind Boat Parade celebrating 51 years, but the scope of the festival has expanded to include a full complement of events. These include the largest Black Tie Ball in Broward County, a Shoreline Decorating Extravaganza, Grandstand Viewing Area, VIP Viewing Area, White Party, Family Fun Days and a variety of receptions and activities. 
The WINTERFEST® Celebration is very pleased to have the commitment of our corporate citizens to help expand the quality of The Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade. The more than 1,000,000 cheering spectators that line the New River in Fort Lauderdale up the Intracoastal for 12 miles are responsible for transforming the Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade into not only the largest, one-day, live audience of any event in Florida, but also the seventh largest one-day spectator event in the country! The International Festival and Events Association named Winterfest one of the top 20 Parades in the World; with over 50,000 parades in the United States alone, this is a huge international honor which places Winterfest in the prestigious company of the Macy’s, Mardi Gras, Rose Bowl and Disney Parades. In addition, Winterfest was just named by Readers Digest as “100 Best in America” which lists the top events in the United States. 

Not only does the WINTERFEST® Celebration provide the opportunity to show goodwill and support to the community at large; it brings a high level of promotional value to the table as the event experiences international media recognition. The WINTERFEST® organization has the privilege of working with media partners in print, television and radio creating a three-month promotional campaign valued at over 3 million dollars. WSVN Channel 7 (Fox, network affiliate) produces a 1-hour television special that is run throughout the holiday season, both locally and in Boston (via WHDH-NBC). It is also made available on the web, as well as in the state of Florida on Fox Sports Sun and our reach continues to grow.

Parade Grand Marshals have included noted celebrities such as Bob Hope, Regis Philbin, Reba McIntyre, Kelly Ripa, George Hamilton, Willard Scott, Lee Majors, Joan Rivers, Cathy Lee Crosby, Nick Nolte, Donald Trump, Shaq, Jim Belushi, Randy Jackson, Alonzo Mourning, Kim Kardashian, Brooke Burke, Barry Gibb, Deborah Norville, Ryan Hunter-Reay, Tracy Morgan, FloRida, Nick Cannon Pitbull, Big and Rich, Huey Lewis and Brett Michaels. 

