
Winterfest



“Greatest Show on H2O”
Winterfest, best known for its one-of-a-kind Boat Parade, brings together our community 
and visitors from around the world. In 1988, community leaders decided to build upon the 
popularity of the Boat Parade and create a non-profit organization that would make the 
Parade and all of its surrounding events into a world-class community extravaganza. 
Broward County also benefits, thanks to Winterfest’s economic impact on the community 
of more than $50 million per year.

Winterfest encourages and promotes diversity among all Fort Lauderdale cultures, races 
and religions. Winterfest has a huge base of 300+ volunteers, supporters, and sponsors led 
by its Board of Directors. Since most Winterfest events are free to the public, sponsorships 
from local and national corporations and organizations provide the “fuel” to help run all 
Winterfest festivities. Our sponsors ensure the continued success and future growth of the 
Winterfest Celebration.

The International Festival and Events Association has named Winterfest to its top 20 
Parades in the World. With more than 50,000 parades in the United States alone, this is a 
huge international honor that places Winterfest in the prestigious company of the Macy’s, 
Mardi Gras, Rose Bowl and Disney Parades.



2018 Parade by the Numbers
The Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade has made an economic impact on Broward County of $50 million annually. 

Earned Media and Publicity Coverage
VALUES: $1.256 million
With over 81,453,339 total views   - reported by Bitner Group

📺 TV MEDIA
Reached a United States 
Potential audience of 7.1 million
Bitner Group tracked WSVN viewers of Winterfest stories as 2,977,323 with 
a value of $974,654

💬 ONLINE MEDIA
Online coverage reached 

a potential audience of 4.3 million
• EyeOnSouthFlorida – live stream 328,721
• Visitlauderdale.tv – live stream 35,000
• WSVN Channel 7  - social media engagement of their followers

with Winterfest - 548,000 Facebook, 
126,000 Twitter and 58,500 Instagram

Marketing and Promotion

📣 PROMOTIONAL ADVERTISING
Reached a United States 
In 2018, Print and Online Stories

108,202,677 Impressions
Burelle’s Reports our print value as $304,765

💻 WEBSITE / SOCIAL MEDIA
1 million+ visits from 652,000+ unique visitors

Winterfest Twitter- 3, 294 Followers 
121,000 Impressions during 3 month campaign

Winterfest Facebook- 40,071 likes

37,332 followers with a reach of 2-23K per post

Winterfest Snapchat- not captured

Winterfest Instagram- 1,329 followers

121,000 Impressions during 3 month campaign 

- Website and Internet reported by JLB Florida

Burelle’s Reports Winterfest WEB value as $4,025,836

Visitors
🏨 HOTEL 

34% Of out-of-area visitors stayed in a hotel in Broward County
with an average stay of 3.3 nights. 63% traveled to Broward 
County especially for Winterfest

🚢 CRUISE
6% Of the out-of-area visitors added Winterfest as part of a cruise 
vacation



2018, Winterfest won USA Today 10Best 
Readers’ Choice Travel Award Contest.

Awards, Honors and Accolades
Between 2018-2019, The Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade received numerous industry awards for excellence.

2018 International Festivals and Events 
Association Pinnacle Awards
The International Festival and Events Association has named 
Winterfest to its top 20 Parades in the World. With more than 
50,000 parades in the United States alone, this is a huge 
international honor that places Winterfest in the prestigious 
company of the Macy’s, Mardi Gras, Rose Bowl and Disney 
Parades.

SILVER:
• Best Full Length TV Program (National 

Promotion/Syndication) 
• Best Single Newspaper Display Ad 
• Best Single Magazine Display Ad 
• Best Ad Series

BRONZE
• Best TV Promotion (Ad spot or PSA)
• Best Radio Promotion (Ad Spot 
• Best Single Magazine Display Ad
• or PSA) Black Tie Ball
• Best Targeted Sponsor Solicitation Proposal 
• Best Social Media Campaign 
• Best Radio Promotion (Ad Spot or PSA) Parade

Southeast Festival & Events Association
Kaleidoscope Awards
SILVER
• Best Television PSA – Black Tie Ball
• Best Promotional Poster

BRONZE
• Best Television Ad - Parade

2018 Florida Festivals and Events 
Association SUNsational
The Florida Festival and Events Association has named 
Winterfest to its top 20 Parades in the World. With more than 
50,000 parades in the United States alone, this is a huge 
international honor that places Winterfest in the prestigious 
company of the Macy’s, Mardi Gras, Rose Bowl and Disney 
Parades.

1st PLACE:
• Promotional item
• Twitter - promoting the Parade
• Family Fun Day outdoor ad

2nd PLACE:
• White Party Invitation
• TV ad created by WSVN-TV
• Family Fun Day PR campaign
• Winterfest Mobile App
• Student Art Invitation

3rd PLACE:
• Black Tie Ball outdoor advertising 
• VIP invitations
• Winterfest website featuring Family Fun
• Promotional Poster
• Parade outdoor ad
• Parade website 
• Grand Marshal Reception invitations 

Additional Honors

BizBash has announced its 2018 list of Top 100 Events 
in Miami/South Florida and has named Seminole Hard 
Rock Winterfest Boat Parade to this exclusive list



Data unavailable regarding visitors using Airbnb  and other alternative vacation stays





Winterfest White Party
Presented by: Gray Robinson Attorneys at Law
An Invitation only event

The kickoff for the Winterfest celebration! Fort Lauderdale Marriott Harbor Beach Resort & Spa 
hosted the Gray Robinson, P.A. Winterfest® White Party featuring Casa Calabria Restaurant. This 
exclusive party commenced the Winterfest® 2018 season themed, “Best of the 80s.” Guests were the 
first to experience the focus of the parade’s media campaign and the unveiling of the poster in a 
spectacularly decorated room bathed in white with a splash of the coral.
2018 video: White Party 

https://youtu.be/HinpGq-J2sw




Winterfest Family Fun Day
Presented by: Florida Panthers & 
Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital
Free Event

There were exciting activities such as a REAL 
Ice Rink sponsored by the Florida Panthers at 
the 2018 Family Fun Day. Toboggan Tunnel, 
Trackless Train, Fair Superslide, face painting, 
sampling, massages, and activities from our 
partners: Museum of Discovery & Science, iHeart
media, Southwest Airlines Plinko game, Florida 
Renaissance Festival  with a Pirate Ship, and iFly
virtual demonstrations. Cathy & Larry Danielle Pet 
Rescue Row, Photo Opps with mascots and Santa; to 
name a few.
Free bicycle helmets from the Epilepsy Foundation 
and other giveaways. Sample La Croix, Power 
Crunch, RX Bar, Floor & Décor and Nesquick. Live 
entertainment by School of Rock, and Shane Duncan 
Band. 

Live Entertainment and so much more entertained 
the over 7,000 people in attendance! 
2018 VIDEO: Family Fun Day 

https://youtu.be/i1qAyxdbMVI




Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Black Tie Ball
Presented by Ford in Association with Republic National Distributing Company

Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Black Tie Ball presented by Ford, in Association with Republic National Distributing Co. set the surrealistic mood for an enchanted 
evening. “Anastasia” theme decor accented special performances direct from the Broadway Production (Special thank you to Broadway Across America). Attendees 
enjoyed beverages from brands such as Brugal Rum, Jose Cuervo and 1888, while dressed in formal wear. Over 960 danced and were entertained throughout the 
night.  Tagged as the largest Broward County holiday gala, the ball is the most elegant of our festivities and the highlight of Fort Lauderdale’s social season.  
2018 VIDEO: Black Tie Ball 

https://youtu.be/gPmpzztc178




Grand Marshal 
Reception

Presented by JM Lexus
This Winterfest Celebration welcomed our Grand 

Marshals with dignitaries and celebrities at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. This fabulous reception is the 

prelude to the Parade. Over 500 people were in 
attendance with a VIP Experience by Sylvester 

Comprehensive Cancer Center.
Grand Marshal Huey Lewis. 

2018 VIDEO: Grand Marshal Reception

https://youtu.be/i1qAyxdbMVI?t=113




Seminole Hard Rock 
Winterfest Boat Parade

An internationally recognized event 
that reaches a live audience in excess 
of 1,000,000 people in one day along 
the 12 mile parade route while 
reaching millions more on television. 
In addition to the evening of the 
parade itself, we produce a one hour 
television special in cooperation with 
WSVN Channel 7 (South Florida FOX 
Affiliate with 1.5 million household 
viewers). 

2018 TELEVISION SHOW: Television Special 

https://youtu.be/TIQwLhoa63M




Grandstands
The Grandstand Viewing Area is the prime 

location for a “front row seat” to view the 

parade, located inside Hugh Taylor Birch 

State Park. The Grandstand Area is the 

largest organized viewing area on the 12-

mile parade route.  All seats are 

RESERVED and assigned with 3,500+

seating capacity.  Approximately 3,000

additional guests pay a general admission 

fee to enter the park, utilize the Fun Zone 

and other activities at no charge. The 

Grandstand Viewing Area is a festival within 

the event with an assortment of interactive 

games, hospitality, vendors, food and 

beverages for purchase. A stage with live 

entertainment and Santa Claus will be on 

hand for photos!

The Grandstand Area will also host

members of the media and “The Village,”

where corporate and private parties are

available to view the parade and entertain

guests.

2018 VIDEO: Party In The Park

2018 GRANDSTAND AREA
77% were first time at the Grandstands
10% downloaded the Winterfest App
14% of the local ticket holders also attended 
Family Fun Day   

- Touch-Poll Survey

2018 GRANDSTAND AREA
34% out of area visitors stayed an average of 3.3 nights 
in a hotel 
6% also booked a cruise
43% traveled using ride share or another form of transportation 
other than their automobile - Touch-Poll Survey

https://youtu.be/w9EuJfPkw4k


Winterfest VIP 
Viewing Party 
Presented by Hotwire 
Communications and Holy Cross 
Hospital

The most prestigious location to watch the

Winterfest Boat Parade is the VIP Parade

Viewing Area! In recent years, approximately

500 community leaders, dignitaries and

Winterfest Sponsors have gathered to enjoy

the Parade from the best viewing location in

town. Located in the heart of downtown Fort

Lauderdale, viewers see the parade close to

its start location. This festive event at Laura

Ward Park and the beautiful Stranahan

House, includes an open bar and a

magnificent buffet catered by our host hotel –

The Riverside Hotel and area restaurants.

Parade participants pull out all the action

aboard their entries since this area is host to

television and parade judges.



Volunteer Party 

This celebratory event honors the people 
who play a huge role in the success of 
Winterfest® – our volunteers! Carolyn 
McLaughlin Spirit of Volunteerism Award 
winner is announced during the event. The 
2018 winner was Volunteer Anne Hunt!

Carolyn McLaughlin was the voice 
of Winterfest who dedicated 
decades serving this event.



Winterfest 2018 

Poster Artist
Raquel Cordon selected to create the poster for the 48th Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat 
Parade. With her acrylic paint and paint brushes, Cordon created a retro night on paper to 
showcase the parade theme — “Best of The 80’s.” 



Sanctioned events 

Coral Springs Holiday Parade – The City of 
Coral Springs “Holiday Express” Parade 
will host more than 60 entries. The 
parade includes local high school bands, 
as well as themed floats, mascots, and of 
course, Santa!

Travel back in time to the 16th 
Century at the Annual Florida 
Renaissance Festival

Celebrate Fort Lauderdale’s 
pirate history at the Fort 
Lauderdale Pirate Festival, 
brought to you by the Rotary 
Club of Fort Lauderdale.

Divas don’t hike…they STRUT! 
Glam-A-Thon stages exciting 
events to raise awareness and 
funding for breast cancer 
research.

Hope Floats Benefiting 
Tomorrow’s Rainbow is a 
memorial celebration for the 
entire family.

Marine Industries Cares 
Spin-A-Thon benefits local charities

The South Florida Fair features 
17 days of themed parades, 
highlighting a famous parade 
from around the world each day!

More than 30,000 motorcyclists 
take part in the “South Florida 
President’s Council (SFPC) Toys in 
the Sun Run.” Proceeds benefit 
the Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital Foundation.



SPONSORS

TITLE SPONSOR

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

OFFICIAL SPONSORS

939MIA

BIG 1059

Fifth Third Bank, South Florida

iHeartMedia, Inc.

NewsRadio610 WIOD

Paul Castronovo Show

Raquel Cordon, Poster Artist

Republic National Distributing Company

Riverside Hotel

Southwest Airlines®

Sun Sentinel Media Group

WSVN-Channel 7

Y100

MEDIA PARTNERS

Blacktie-South Florida

Blue Truck Media, Inc.

City & Shore Magazine

Deco Drive

EyeOnSouthFlorida.com

Fort Lauderdale Media Associates, Inc.

FOX Sports Florida

Go Riverwalk Magazine

Gold Coast Magazine

JLB

Lifestyle Media Group

Nostalgic America Magazine

South Florida Luxury Guide

THINK Magazine

Travelhost Magazine of Greater Fort Lauderdale

VisitLauderdaleTV

Yellow Cab Magazine

FOUNDING SPONSORS

City of Fort Lauderdale

Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce

Marine Industries Association of South Florida

REALTORS® of the Palm Beaches and Greater 

Fort Lauderdale

EVENT SPONSORS

Broadway Across America

Brugal Rum

Casa Calabria Restaurant

Event Luxe

Fidelity Investments

Florida Panthers

Fort Lauderdale Marriott Harbor Beach Resort & Spa

Gray Robinson Attorneys at Law

Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention 

& Visitors Bureau

Hilton Fort Lauderdale Marina

Historic Stranahan House Museum

Holy Cross Hospital

Hugh Taylor Birch State Park

iFly Fort Lauderdale

Informa, U.S. Boat Shows

Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital

La Croix

LUTN – Light Up The Night

Nova Southeastern University

PSAV South Florida Presentation Services

South Florida Ford

Stella Artois

Steve Savor

Timpano

Twinbrook Insurance Brokerage, Inc.

UBS Financial Services - The Garvin Financial Team

Ultimate Software

JM Lexus

Light F/X Pros

Lauderdale Yacht Club

South Florida Sinus &

Allergy Center

The Galleria at Fort Lauderdale

Water Taxi

The Colonnade Outlets at 

Sawgrass Mills

The Las Olas Company

The Macallan Single Malt Scotch Whisky

Total Wine & More

Two Men & A Truck 

Van Dee Fulfillment

Wild Fork Foods

Wizard Creations

Zeidel & Co.

Zola Keller

BOAT PARADE SPONSORS

ACR Electronics, Inc.

Aqua Flight

Bahia Mar Fort Lauderdale Beach

BB&T

Bon’s Barricades

Catholic Health Services

Celebrity Cruises

Designs by Sean

Dynamic Effects & Fireworks Co.

FPL

Hart Homes

HCB Yachts

Image 360 - Fort Lauderdale

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS

All My Sons Moving & Storage

All On Stage Productions, Inc.

Bokampers

Cape Ann Towing

Carr Workplaces

Carroll’s Jewelers

Cathy & Larry Danielle

Chrisley Productions, Inc.

Cointreau

Comcast Communications

Crazy About Costumes

Crown Wine & Spirits

Deco Productions

Downtowner Saloon

Fireball Cinnamon Whisky

GPO Photography

Gutta, Shar and Co. CPAs, Inc.

Harbor Nails & Blowdry

Jose Cuervo Tequila

Kenneth A. Ortner, P.A.

Museum of Discovery & Science 

Panta Interactive

Pat Anderson, Artist

ProMotion Sports & Entertainment, LLC 

Publix Super Markets, Inc.

Remy Martin

Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, Inc

Rock with U Entertainment

Rum Chata

S. MARK Graphics

Seminole Tribe of Florida

Sixth Star Entertainment & Marketing Inc. 

Sprint

Stephen’s Distributing Company 

OPERATION ASSISTANCE

Broward Amateur Radio Club

Broward County Board of County 

Commissioners

BSO Marine Unit

City of Fort Lauderdale Dockmaster

City of Fort Lauderdale Parks and Recreation

F.I.N.D.

Florida Department of Transportation

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission

Fort Lauderdale Police Marine Unit

Fort Lauderdale Police Department

United States Coast Guard



BOARD MEMBERS

David Boothe
Republic National Distributing Company
Ron Brandenburg
Holy Cross Hospital
Nicole Covar
iHeart Media
Nancy Daly
Habitat for Humanity 
Tim Davey
Global Marine Travel
Heiko Dobrikow
Riverside Hotel
Lisa Duke
Walter Duke + Partners
Jim  Dunn
JM Lexus
Barry Flanigan
Bradford Marine
Andrew France
Total Wine
Luke Freeman
Wizard Creation
Heather Geronemus
Ultimate Software
David Greenberger
SCG & Associates 
Harold Gubnitsky
ProcessMAP
Gregory Haile
Broward College
Tim Ivy
Fox Sports Florida
Doug Jones
Sixth Star Entertainment
Tommy Knapp
Miami Marlins
Robert Kornahrens
Advanced Roofing
Britt Lanier
Two Men and a Truck

Kim Sweers
FB Marine Group
Mark Swenson
UBS Financial Services- The Garvin Financial Team
Bob Swindell
Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance
Phil Thornburg
City of Fort Lauderdale Parks and Recreation
Larry Van Dusseldorp, Sr.
VanDee Fulfillment
Robyn Vines
Gray Robinson Attorneys at Law
Bill Walker
Water Taxi
Ben Wesley
FPL
Johnny Williams
ProMotion Sports & Entertainment, LLC

Robert Leider
WSVN Channel 7
Ron Lennen
REALTOR of the Palm Beaches and Greater Fort Lauderdale
Wendy Liebowitz
Fidelity Investments
Dan Lindblade
Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce 
Alyssa Lovitt
I LOVITT Events
Sean McCaffrey
Florida Panthers
Ginny Miller
Miller Construction Company
Luke Moorman
Carroll’s Jewelers 
Karla Nelson-Thatcher
Hotwire Communications
Jennifer O'Flannery Anderson
Nova Southeastern University 
Ken Ortner
Kenneth A. Ortner, P.A.
Lily Pardo
WSVN Channel 7
Renée K. Quinn
Quinn Pro Quo Consulting
James Ray
Fifth Third Bank
Susan Renneisen
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Rocki Rockingham
Newell Brand
Captain Lee Rosbach
Below Deck- Bravo TV
Matt Sacco
The Rubin Group
Gregg Snowden
South Florida Ford
Shane Strum
Memorial Healthcare Systems

ADVISORY MEMBERS

James Allen
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Paul Anderson
Tampa Port Authority 
Gerry Angeli
ACR/ARTEX- ACR Electronics, Inc.
Jon Aughey
BB&T Bank
Michael Baer
Edrington Americas
Ross Bielejeski
Rock with U Entertainment
Gary Bitner
Bitner Group
David Blattner
Assouline & Berlowe
Kim Bokamper
Bokampers

Ryan Campbell
Hotwire Communications
Connie Chaney
Space Plus Self Storage
Gary Correll
Sondra Dane
Supreme Lending
Cathy Danielle
4-D’s Realty
Danielle Dattile
Republic National Distributing Company
Steve Day
Print Basics
Andrew Doole
Show Management/Yachting Promotions
Connie Doyle Loewenthal
iHeart Media
Tim Drushella
Stephens Distributing/Budweiser 
Genia Ellis
Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, Inc. & Go Riverwalk Magazine
Bill Feinberg
Allied Kitchen & Bath
Tom Giordano
Philip Goldfarb
Fontainbleau Miami Beach
Frank Gutta
Gutta, Sharfi & Co. CPA’s, Inc.
Alice Harry
Timpano
Paul Kahn
Allied Kitchen & Bath
Jonathan Keith
Jonathan Keith, P.A. & Associates
Jen Klaassens
Jen Klaassens Consulting
Frank Krauser
NFL Alumni
Rosy Lopez
Rosy Strategies



Kimberly Maroe
Broward County Board of County Commissioners
Kathleen (Kitty) McGowan
NautiCom Communications, Inc.
David Meadors
Broward Impact Window & Door Inc.
Jenna Mollard
Rand Marketing
Dave Mundy
Broward Computers NTS, Inc.
Jon Murakami
PSAV Presentation Services 
Jack Namer
EyeOnSouthFlorida
Kristin Pelletier
Blue Truck Productions
Dionne Polite
AARP Florida
Nadine Rockwell
Lauderdale Yacht Club
Edie Rodriguez
PONANT Cruises
Paul Sallarulo
Nexera Medical, Inc.
Jessica Savage
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau
Steve Savor
Anderson Group
Paul Schuler
Oil Spill Response USA, Inc.
Mayor Jack Seiler
Law Offices of Seiler, Sautter, Zaden & Rimes
Sarah Spurlock
City of Fort Lauderdale
Lauren Talchik
Charter One Yachts
Mole Telfer
MHG Insurance
Shawn Thornton
Florida Panthers

George Tokesky
PearlCare Search Group
Kelly Tortoriello
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau
Lt. Derek W. Wallin
United States Coast Guard
Captain Larry Watkins
US Navy
Mike Weymouth
The Las Olas Company
Rosalie Wheatley
T&T Realty, Inc.
Leo Zieman
FPL

Lisa Scott- Founds
President and CEO
Dawn Read
Event Director
Kathy Keleher
Marketing and Parade Director

Staff



Looking Ahead…

• 2019 Parade: December 14th

Theme: “Lights, Camera Action ... 
Movies on Parade”

• 50th Anniversary

1971 - 2021

QUESTIONS? 

Contact Lisa Scott-Founds, President & CEO 

Winterfest, Inc. 954-767-0686

lisa@winterfestparade.com



Founded in 2017, The Winterfest Foundation is a 
501(C)(3) which focuses on, but is not limited to:
• Education
• Arts and Culture in public places
• Water Safety
• Assisting other charitable sectors in the South 

Florida Community

QUESTIONS? 

Contact the Winterfest Office 954-767-0686



Jr. Captain

2018 Jr. Captain Winner 
Tommy – The Salah Foundation

Every Year Winterfest chooses one 
lucky nominee/organization to win 
the Jr. Captain title. Their name 
along with the non profits name 
are put in lights! They ride aboard 
the FPL Jr. Captain showboat in the 
Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest 
Boat Parade with 25 family 
members and guests. 



Winterfest Student Art Contest

The Winterfest Fantasy Boat Student Art Contest is for Broward County Students in 3rd-5th grade attending public, private or home

schools. The contest runs September - December. We promote the contest in our advertising campaign on radio, newspaper, social

media and flyers. The contest has great residual as the gallery display and reception takes place in March. The reception includes each

participant’s artwork on display at the Museum of Discovery and Science with awards given to the top students. The event has boasted

up to 1,800 pieces of artwork from 45 schools with over 500 RSVPs to the reception.




