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Winterfest Honors Parade Participants, Community Leaders and Sponsors at Awards Dinner
FEBRUARY 25, 2013 - FORT LAUDERDALE, Broward County, FL - Winterfest is proud to announce the 2012 Award Winners of the Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade, the “Greatest Show on H20.” Winterfest is known for being one of the top 20 parades in the world, the 7th largest one day spectator event in the country and the largest one day spectator event in Florida because of the dedication of many of the honorees.  Tonight’s Winner’s Circle celebrates the Participants, Sponsors and Community involved with producing this event. Winterfest is honored to have its “Winner’s Circle Home” at the Greater Fort Lauderdale Broward County Convention Center for this exclusive awards dinner that year after year makes everyone feel like a winner!

Master of Ceremonies for the evening will be Winterfest Advisory Member – Bob Saxon and Winterfest President and CEO – Lisa Scott-Founds with congratulatory words from Susan Renneisen – representing Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Mayor Jack Seiler and Commissioner Bruce Roberts. Following the Presentation of Colors by the Fort Lauderdale Sea Cadets and a performance of the National Anthem by Julia Dale, Winners will receive their awards from Winterfest Chairman of the Board – Bob Leider and Parade Chairman – John Haley along receiving copies of the Winterfest Television Special aired on WSVN by Event Director – Dawn Read and Parade Director – Kathy Keleher.
Individual Awards were given to Winterfest Event Chairs and Parade Judges with Special Presentations given to BMC Franz Armstrong of the United Stated Coast Guard (For Service Above and Beyond) and for work to develop stronger charity presence in the Parade – Nancy Daly and Jen Klaassens. Below is a list of other Award highlights: 
SPECIALTY PARADE AWARD WINNERS:

Beacon Lights Award (Unique usage of moving lights): Galleria Fort Lauderdale aboard Caprice

Don Moore Award (Creativity and effort): Leadership Florida aboard Slavin Away

Joe Millsaps Award (Spirit and Enthusiasm): Rotary of Fort Lauderdale aboard Lady G
Kaye Pearson Award (The Spirit of Innovation) / Best Overall in Barge Category: Gator Barge aboard Miss Shell (II) with Native Village
People’s Choice Award (Parade entry receiving the most votes online or via text messaging)  / Best in Lights Commercial Showboat: Team National aboard Lady Windridge
Rookie Award: Sea Bee I and the sailboat - First Love
Best in Show: Advanced Roofing aboard The Lynx
PARADE BEST OVERALL WINNERS in the following categories:
Honey Fitz – Classic Yacht

Suncoast Electric & Air aboard Captiva – Commercial Entry size 20-29
Habitat for Humanity
aboard Island  Discovery - Non Profit size 60+

Marine Industry Association of South Florida aboard Hero (Bradford Marine) - Non-Profit 

JetLev
- Pre-Show
Kon Tiki – Private size 20-29
Nothing Ventured, Nothing Gained – Private size 30-39

Mr. Bobb - Private size 60 +

Construction Angels aboard Anchora Imparo - Sailboat
Grand Marshal Showboat presented by South Florida Ford aboard the Floridian Princess – Showboat TIE 
Baptist Health Santa Showboat aboard Jungle Queen – Showboat TIE

OTHER WINNING HIGHLIGHTS:  

Ocean Motivation – Best in Theme for Pre-Show
Absolut Vodka aboard Kathleen Windridge – Best in Lights for Showboat

Bimini Twist – Best in Theme for Private size 60+

Lisa Boccard Breast Cancer Fund aboard Two of Us – Best in Light for Non-Profit size 50-59

BEST OVERALL SHORELINE WINNERS:
The Zenga Family – who also won the “People’s Choice Award” for their home
The Spaniak Home

Wayne and Marti Huizenga

Nuccia McCormick

The Herd Family

900 Intracoastal Condominiums
Winterfest also awarded boaters who were involved in multiple parades. The presenters for the “Passionate for Parades” awards were Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce President - Dan Lindblade with Pompano Chamber of Commerce president – Ric Greene.

A complete list of the Awards can be found on the Winterfest website by simply viewing the Winner’s Circle Presentation Powerpoint. Photos of the event will be uploaded on the Facebook.com/Winterfest.parade. 
For more information, visit our web site or call the Winterfest office at (954) 767-0686.

The 42nd Annual Seminole Hardrock Winterfest Boat Parade will take place on Saturday, December 14 beginning at 6:30 p.m. from the New River in Ft. Lauderdale. Sponsorship packages are available.
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About Winterfest, Inc.

Winterfest is a Florida not-for-profit organization based in Broward County that produces a variety of events including the free public event known as "The World’s Most Watched Boat Parade." Millions via television and approximately one million spectators view the Parade on the 12-mile route. Winterfest also hosts annual events to enhance the community’s image and provide unique, wholesome family entertainment. For more information on Winterfest, please contact the office at (954) 767-0686 or their website: www.winterfestparade.com.
About Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino invites you to PLAYHARD!  Play, stay, dine, and shop at South Florida’s ultimate entertainment destination. Over 90 tables offer Blackjack, Baccarat, Mini-Baccarat, Pai Gow Poker, Three Card Poker, Texas Hold’em Bonus Poker, Casino War and Let it Ride on a nearly three-acre casino floor. Additionally, 2,500 slots include the Native-American Casino linked Multi-Area Progressive Jackpots and Mega Jackpots. Separate high-limit rooms for table games and slots, in addition to a non-smoking room, are available for guests to enjoy. Loyal Player’s Club members also have access to the exclusive VIP Plum Lounge and VIP Chef’s Table show kitchen. The Poker Room at Seminole Paradise hosts various games and tournaments of Limit and No Limit Texas Hold ‘em, 7-Card Stud and two dollar and four dollar limit Omaha Hi Lo games. Located inside the casino is Hard Rock Cafe -Hollywood, part of Hard Rock’s 138 globally recognized rock ‘n’ roll restaurants. The Green Lodging Certified by the State of Florida, AAA Four Diamond-rated resort showcases 500 luxurious guest rooms, 18 restaurants and lounges, 40,000 square feet of meeting room space, the Body Rock Spa, 22 boutique shops, 12 nightclubs, the 400-seat Paradise Live theater and the 5,500–seat Hard Rock Live concert arena. Located on State Road 7 (U.S. 441) in Hollywood, Florida. Take I-95, exit Stirling Rd. and travel west to 1 Seminole Way. For more information, call (954) 327-ROCK, 1 800-937-0010 or visit us online at www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com or www.facebook.com/seminolehardrockhollywood .    
