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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – September 21, 2012:

Contacts: 
Kathy Keleher, Winterfest, Inc., 954-767-0686 c: 954-292-6314,
kathy@winterfestparade.com          

Angel Cheong, Winterfest, Inc.,  954-767-0686, info@winterfestparade.com          

Ashley Svarney, Seminole Hard Rock, 954-327-7631, c: 954-268-6091, 

 ashley.svarney@seminolehardrock.com
Drum roll please – 
The Votes Are In - Winterfest® Announces 2012 Jr. Captain:
Sydney Lister!

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (September 24, 2012) – After two weeks of tremendous support and a total of 927 votes, the Winterfest committee is proud to honor St. Thomas Aquinas High School junior Sydney Lister as the 2012 Winterfest® Jr. Captain at the 41st Annual Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest® Boat Parade on December 15. 
As the Winterfest® Jr. Captain, Lister will be honored during the Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Parade, leading the way on the Grand Marshal yacht. Additionally, she will throw out the first pitch at a Miami Marlins home game in 2013, “Party Like A Rock Star” for a day at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel, dine at Timpano Italian Chophouse, and zip around on the Florida Panthers Zamboni during one of their home games. 

Lister was diagnosed with a rare and aggressive form of bone cancer called Ewing’s Sarcoma on September 19, 2011 at the age of 15. Sydney’s Incredible Defeat of Ewing’s Sarcoma (SIDES) was quickly formed and qualified as a 501(c)(3) charity. Lister helped SIDES fundraise for pediatric cancer research and raised over $165,000 in ten short months. After her diagnosis, she remained active in the church choir and continues to volunteer at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church, The Jason Taylor Foundation, the Broward Ronald McDonald House and the Pediatric Oncology floor of Broward Health Medical Center (formerly Broward General Medical Center). Her story is inspiring to other youths, some of which have launched fundraising projects in support of SIDES. Currently, Lister is working to produce a music video with a videographer (pro bono) to create something fun and magical highlighting staff and other cancer patients at Chris Evert Children’s Hospital. 
Nearly 6,500 community members supported the ten nominees by viewing and forwarding their voting profiles from the following charities: Tomorrow’s Rainbow; The Children’s Diagnostic & Treatment Center; March of Dimes; Home Society of Florida’s Intercoastal Division; Kids in Distress; Angel’s Pediatric Heart House; Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America; Starlight Children’s Foundation; SIDES (Sydney’s Incredible Defeat of Ewing’s Sarcoma); HANDY (Helping Abused, Neglected, Disadvantaged Youth).

The Winterfest® Jr. Captain was created as a legacy of 15-year-old Amanda Blake who battled osteosarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer. This Young Cancer Warrior was introduced to Winterfest®  by the Wasie Foundation and the Jessica June Children's Cancer Foundation and became an angelic face of hope in the battle against all odds. ["Amanda was one of those special stories that touched your soul," commented Wasie Foundation representative Jen Klaassens.]
Wasie Foundation representative, Jen Klaassens with Lisa Scott-Founds, President & CEO of Winterfest, Inc. along and Event Director, Dawn Read, met Amanda prior to losing her battle. This monumental meeting changed the Parade’s waterway tradition forever. Amanda Blake's legacy continues as Winterfest honors a child fights a difficult battle annually with the title: Winterfest® Jr. Captain of the Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade. 
For more information about Winterfest, Inc., please call our office at 954- 767-0686. For additional voting information or to learn about the nominees of the Winterfest Jr. Captain Contest, visit our page on Facebook.
# # #
About Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino invites you to PLAYHARD!  Play, stay, dine, and shop at South Florida’s ultimate entertainment destination. Over 90 tables offer Blackjack, Baccarat, Mini-Baccarat, Pai Gow Poker, Three Card Poker, Texas Hold’em Bonus Poker, Casino War and Let it Ride on a nearly three-acre casino floor. Additionally, 2,500 slots include the Native-American Casino linked Multi-Area Progressive Jackpots and Mega Jackpots. Separate high-limit rooms for table games and slots, in addition to a non-smoking room, are available for guests to enjoy. Loyal Player’s Club members also have access to the exclusive VIP Plum Lounge and VIP Chef’s Table show kitchen. The Poker Room at Seminole Paradise hosts various games and tournaments of Limit and No Limit Texas Hold ‘em, 7-Card Stud and two dollar and four dollar limit Omaha Hi Lo games. Located inside the casino is Hard Rock Cafe -Hollywood, part of Hard Rock’s 138 globally recognized rock ‘n’ roll restaurants. The Green Lodging Certified by the State of Florida, AAA Four Diamond-rated resort showcases 500 luxurious guest rooms, 19 restaurants, 40,000 square feet of meeting room space, the Body Rock Spa, 21 boutique shops, 14 bars/nightclubs and lounges, the 350-seat Paradise Live theater and the 5,500–seat Hard Rock Live concert arena. Located on State Road 7 (U.S. 441) in Hollywood, Florida. Take I-95, exit Stirling Rd. and travel west to 1 Seminole Way. For more information, call (954) 327-ROCK, 1 800-937-0010 or visit us online at www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com, www.facebook.com/seminolehardrockhollywood or www.twitter.com/SHRHollywood. 
About Winterfest, Inc.

Winterfest is a Florida not-for-profit organization based in Broward County that produces a variety of events including the free public event known as "The World’s Most Watched Boat Parade." Millions via television and approximately one million spectators view the Parade on the 12-mile route. Winterfest also hosts annual events to enhance the community’s image and provide unique, wholesome family entertainment. For more information on Winterfest, please contact the office at (954) 767-0686 or their website: www.winterfestparade.com.
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